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‘Memphis’ closes out BAPAC 
Spotlight Series

It’s A Great Day
To Be A TIGER!

Over the weekend, I had the once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to travel with our students and staff 
members to New York City and watch with pride as 
these talented individuals brought acclaim to the 
Broken Arrow district and community. 

It’s been said that the only way to get to Carnegie 
Hall is with practice, and as our students performed 
in this legendary concert hall, it was certainly evident 
they had spent many hours practicing for this event. 
I wish you could have all been there to experience 
it, because no matter how many years I serve as 
a superintendent, I am confident this experience 
will be one of the most memorable moments of 
my career. I was so proud of our kids, not only for 
their talent, but for the way they represented our 
community throughout their time in the Big Apple. 

In the days leading up to the performance, I was 
fortunate to be one of the adults who traveled with 
the students. This was not my first visit to New 
York, so I enjoyed getting to experience the city that 
never sleeps through the eyes of those seeing it for 
the first time. The 200 choir, band, orchestra and 
drama students who participated in the Carnegie 
Hall performance took in a Broadway show and a 
dinner cruise around New York Harbor, but by far 
the most moving portion of the trip was our visit 
to Ground Zero. The students were respectful yet 
somber at the experience of visiting that site, and 
I think many of them will remember the visit long 
into the future. 

Throughout the trip, our students were models 
of class and dignity. They made me proud to be an 
Oklahoman, and even prouder to be a citizen of the 
Broken Arrow community. When we were invited 
to perform at Carnegie Hall, we were asked to 
perform as a standalone public school. This is the 
first time a single high school has been afforded the 
opportunity to perform at Carnegie. As I watched 
our kids make history, it was truly a great day to 
be a Tiger!

Jarod Mendenhall, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Earth Day is April 22nd.  There are numerous interdisciplinary resources available to teachers 
and their students focusing on this special day.  Students could listen to noted environmentalist 
and anthropologist Margaret Mead’s speech inaugurating the first Earth Day in 1970 and discuss 
the history behind the movement.  Teachers can find free K-12 resources such as lessons plans, 
printables, and activities to help students learn about our environment and how to preserve our planet 
at Teacher Vision’s Earth Day. Finally, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides numerous 
resources and links to improve student awareness of climate change and our environmental quality.

FEATURE

Professional Development Corner

From the underground dance clubs of the segregated ‘50s comes 
a Broadway musical that bursts off the stage with explosive dancing, 
irresistible songs and a thrilling tale of fame and forbidden love. “Memphis,” 
a winner of four Tony Awards including Best Musical, closes out the Broken 
Arrow Performing Arts Center’s fifth anniversary season on April 22 at 7:30 
p.m.

“This is a musical that is full of intensity throughout its entirety, and one 
that is a favorite of mine,” BAPAC Executive Director Mark Frie said. “I 
couldn’t have asked for a better show to close out our fifth anniversary 
season.” 

Inspired by actual events, “Memphis” is about a radio DJ who wants 
to change the world, and a club singer who is ready for her big break. 
“Memphis” is a 
fictional story 
that tells the 
tale of a rock ‘n 
roll rebel who 
breaks down 
barriers during 
a time that 
changed this 
country forever.

“The initial idea was suggested by a producer with the incredibly theatrical 
name of George W. George, who had read about a revolutionary DJ out of 
Memphis in the early ‘50s,” said Joe DiPietro, “Memphis” lyricist and book writer. 
“The DJ’s name was Dewey Phillips, and he was pretty much radio’s first shock 
jock –wild, outrageous, untamable. He also had a love for rhythm and blues and 
was the first to play it in the center of the radio dial in Memphis, a dangerous 
thing in those days since radio was as horrifically segregated as society.”

The show features a Tony winning score with music by Bon Jovi’s founding 
member and keyboardist David Bryan and lyrics by Bryan and Joe DiPietro (“I 
Love You,” “You’re Perfect,” “Now Change,”) who also pens the musical’s book. 
Tony nominee Christopher Ashley (“Xanadu”) directs the musical, and Sergio Trujillo 
(“Jersey Boys”) provides the vibrant choreography. 

“Every year, we do our best to bring a wide array of entertainment to our stage, hoping 
to present a little something for everyone. I think we did it with our fifth anniversary 
season lineup,” Frie said. “We can’t thank our patrons enough for celebrating this 
milestone with us, and we hope to see everyone here next year because it’s sure 
to be a season where anything goes.”

Tickets to “Memphis” are available at the BAPAC Box Office located at 701 
South Main in downtown Broken Arrow or by phone at 918-259-5778, Monday through 
Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Ticket prices range from $20 to $60, and there is a 10 percent discount 
for all BAPS staff and faculty.


