
A PUBLICATION OF BROKEN ARROW PUBLIC SCHOOLS

VOLUME FOUR, ISSUE 30 |  APRIL 14, 2014

Broken Arrow Public Schools is an equal opportunity educational institution.

Carnegie Send-Off, Celebrating 
the Arts being held tonight

It’s A Great Day
To Be A TIGER!

Testing. For many of you reading this column this 
week, testing is something you will be dealing with for 
the rest of the month. More than once I have shared 
with you my feelings on testing – that one test on one 
day does not adequately measure a child, and that 
if we will take care of the whole child, the test scores 
will take care of themselves. I believe we need 
accountability, and I believe we need assessments. 
As professionals, we need data to be able to best 
serve our customers – the students – but what 
most people outside education don’t understand is 
that good educators are constantly assessing their 
students. 

But enough about testing. My goal with this week’s 
column is to give you some encouragement that will 
help you endure the next few weeks of testing. Like 
you, your students are feeling the stress, so I’ve 
found a quote that I hope will be encouraging to both 
you and your students. 

Legendary athletic, coach and leader Vince 
Lombardi is quoted to have said, “The measure 
of who we are is what we do with what we have.” 
As an educator, whether a certified teacher in the 
classroom or a support staff member, you play an 
integral role in the success of all students – and I 
am not talking about test scores. When you use your 
skills, talents and abilities to connect with students, 
you are making a difference that – believe it or not – 
will improve their chances of success both in school 
and in life. 

The same goes for your students. Their score 
on a test is not a true measure of who they are, 
what they know or what they will accomplish in this 
life. Should they give the test their best attempt? 
Absolutely. All things should garner their best effort, 
but the pressures of testing should not squelch their 
love of learning, curiosity or creativity. That is a battle 
we must wage as adults, but in the meantime, be 
encouraged. Your efforts in educating our youth 
make the difference in them living, versus living well. 

Jarod Mendenhall, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Conscious Discipline is a classroom management program based on current child development 
and brain research. One of the goals of the program is to help teachers enhance the social and 
emotional skills of their students. Conscious Discipline offers a relationship-based community model 
of classroom management. Children are taught to recognize and deal with their emotions so they 
learn self-regulation. Students are also taught how to relate to others by learning empathy and 
acknowledging their own impact on others. This approach is currently being practiced in many of our 
district’s Early Childhood Centers. A great resource to assist in implementing Conscious Discipline in 
the classroom is http://consciousdiscipline.com.
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It’s been noted that the only way to get to Carnegie Hall is with practice. This old saying has 
become part of the legendary concert hall folklore and is a constant reminder for more than 200 
Broken Arrow fine arts students who are receiving the opportunity of a lifetime—to showcase their 
talents at Carnegie Hall.

To share their hard work with the community before they embark to the Big Apple, BA’s choir, band, 
orchestra and drama students will perform 
their production in its entirety during the 
Carnegie Hall Send-Off event at the Broken 
Arrow Performing Arts Center on April 14 at 7 
p.m. This event is free and open to the public. 

“This trip will be such a life-changing 
experience for our students,” said Mark 
Frie, executive director of fine arts and the 
Broken Arrow Performing Arts Center. “We in 
Broken Arrow have always gone above and 
beyond to show the importance of fine arts 
in education, and this golden moment will 
show how dedicated our students are to their 
craft. This send-off event will allow students 
to perform their two-hour concert in front of a 
live audience, while also giving the audience a 
chance to bid adieu to these students as they 
head to one of the biggest performances of 
their lives.”

MidAmerica Productions, founded in 1983 
by conductor Peter Tibrois, is the presenting 
arm of this unique production in New York. 
When invited to perform at Carnegie, most 
public school productions are blended with other public schools. Such is not the case with Broken 
Arrow, as this will be the first Oklahoma high school to get a standalone date at Carnegie –ever. 

“As the largest independent producer of concerts in the history of Carnegie Hall, more than 500 
since 1988, we have rarely devoted an entire concert to visiting artists such as this and never from 
the great State of Oklahoma, a state with a distinguished music tradition,” Tibrois said. “MidAmerica 
Productions is pleased and thrilled to present the Broken Arrow High School organizations in a solo 
performance.”

During this five-day trip, students will be given two full rehearsals and one grand performance on 
April 20. Students will also get to sightsee, experience two Broadway shows and enjoy a dinner cruise 
around New York Harbor. 

In conjunction with the Carnegie Hall Send-Off performance, this year’s Celebrating the Arts Awards 
Ceremony will take place as well. Celebrating the Arts is sponsored by the Partners in Education and 
honors students who demonstrate outstanding artistic talents.

“I encourage everyone in the community to find the time to attend this event,” said Frie. “Whether 
you are a patron of the arts or not, you will walk away with a newfound pride in Broken Arrow’s fine 
arts students.”


