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Broken Arrow Public Schools strives 
to hold school according to the calendar 
approved by the Board of Education. 
However, in the event of inclement 
winter weather, the possibility of school 
cancelations may arise to ensure the 
safety of BAPS students and staff. 

“Snow and frigid temperatures 
officially made an appearance in 
Oklahoma this past weekend, and given 
the unpredictability of Mother Nature, it’s 
important to remind our staff and parents 
about the district’s school closing 
procedures,” said Dr. Mendenhall.

When deciding whether to close 
schools, a number of factors are taken 
into consideration, including the amount 
of snow fall, condition of residential 
and thoroughfare roads, temperature, 
and the ability to clear parking lots 
and sidewalks. District administrators 
closely monitor local forecasts at the first 
announcement of severe weather. From 
there, they personally travel the roads in 
various areas of the district. 

In most cases, the district makes the final decision to cancel school no later than 6 a.m. on 
the school day under consideration. The decision is made on a day-to-day basis after weather 
and road conditions have been assessed. If school is closed, all after-school activities, including 
sports and evening events, will also be canceled. 

In the event BAPS cancels school or the arrival/dismissal time is affected on a day school 
is in session, an announcement will be made via local television stations, the BAPS website, 
Facebook, Twitter and the district’s alert notification system, SchoolMessenger. Parents and 
staff members are encouraged to ensure the primary contact phone number the district has on 
file is up to date. Parents should work with the appropriate school sites and staff members may 
contact the Human Resources Department at 918-259-5700 to make changes.

If the school year is disrupted by emergencies or inclement weather and schools are closed, 
the school year will be extended. Please click here to review the contingency calendar.

Broken Arrow Public Schools is an equal opportunity educational institution.

The Broken Arrow Public Schools Foundation 2015 grant application is now available at baschools.org. 
Since 1992, the Broken Arrow Public Schools Foundation has positively influenced education in Broken 
Arrow by providing grants to teachers. Last year, BAPS Foundation awarded nearly $34,000 to teachers 
who applied with a new, innovative idea to enhance their students’ experiences in their classrooms. 
Grant applications are due by 5 p.m. on Jan. 30, 2015, to the attention of Amanda Summers at the ESC. 
Have questions? Please call 918-259-5718. Grants will be awarded this spring.

From the Superintendent

Many things to 
be thankful for

In honor of Thanksgiving, I wanted to use 
my column this week to show my sincere 
gratitude to those who continually support 
the mission of Broken Arrow Public Schools 
–“Educating Today, Leading Tomorrow.” I 
am incredibly proud to be affiliated with this 
wonderful district, its students, educators, 
staff members and parents.

Every day I arrive at work feeling grateful 
to have a career that allows me to pursue 
my passion for education with dedicated, 
likeminded people. 

First and foremost, to the teachers, 
thank you for believing in the importance of 
educating tomorrow’s citizens. It’s because 
of the opportunities provided in your 
classrooms that students can look forward to 
bright futures. 

To our support staff, thank you for your 
work in serving our students. By taking 
care of the daily business of the district, our 
teachers and students can truly focus on 
success in the classroom. 

To our administrators, thank you for 
continuing to go above the call of duty. Your 
leadership is an inspiration.

I always say it’s a great day to be a Tiger, 
but more importantly, it’s a great day to 
teach, inspire and encourage not only our 
students, but also each other.  One of our 
district’s greatest strengths is the sense of 
community and how we work together for the 
good of our students.   For that especially, I 
am truly thankful.

I hope each of you has a safe and relaxing 
holiday with your families and loved ones. 
Enjoy some well-deserved time off and give 
thanks for all the good things life has to offer. 
Happy Thanksgiving!

http://www.baschools.org
http://www.facebook.com/baschools
http://www.facebook.com/baschools
http://www.twitter.com/baschools
http://www.twitter.com/baschools
http://www.baschools.org/pages/uploaded_files/2014-2015_District_Calendar-7-2014.pdf
http://arrowvision.tv
http://www.baschools.org/pages/uploaded_files/Foundation_GrantApp_2015.pdf


November 20-23 – BAHS Fall Play, “Taming of the Shrew” – 7:30 p.m. at the Broken Arrow Performing Arts Center

November 20 – Parent/student college information night – 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. at BAHS Media Center 

November 20 – “Pack the House” and learn more about the BA Academy – 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

November 21 – Special Board of Education meeting – 9 a.m. 

November 21 – Board of Education Fall Showcase 

November 26-28 – No School, Thanksgiving Break

November 28 – “Kristin Chenoweth: Coming Home” airs on PBS at 8 p.m. 

December 2 – Project Graduation meeting, 7 p.m. at the Multi-Purpose Facility

December 5 – Lee Ann Womack at the Broken Arrow PAC, 7:30 p.m.

December 13 – Broken Arrow PAC holiday show “A Time For Christmas”, 7:30 p.m.

December 19 – Debby Boone, a holiday show at the Broken Arrow PAC, 7:30 p.m.

December 8 – Board of Education meeting – 6 p.m. at ESC 

December 22 - January 1 – Winter Break, no school

January 5 – Second semester begins

*The above list is not a comprehensive list of all district events but represents events that will impact a majority of 
our employees or campuses, or that are large in scale. For a comprehensive list of events, click here and apply 
the appropriate filters.

DATES TO REMEMBER

http://www.baschools.org/vcalendar/

