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Elephants and Their Trunks 

 

1  Elephants are big animals with short, fat legs.  Their legs don’t help 

them do much except stand up.  An elephant cannot stand on three legs and 

scratch itself with the other leg.  Lions and tigers can do that.  They can also 

bend their knees to help them reach food on the ground.  Elephants cannot. 

 

2 Since an elephant has such short, fat legs, it can’t bend them to help it 

reach food on the ground.  That is why an elephant has a trunk.  It uses its 

trunk to reach food it needs. 

3 An elephant uses its trunk as another animal might use arms and 

hands.  Its trunk is the elephant’s fingers, nose, and lips.  An elephant’s 

trunk can wrap around a tree and pull it out of the ground.  The trunk can 

also pick up a tiny peanut or piece of popcorn. 

 

4 An elephant’s trunk also helps it drink water.  An elephant can drink as 

much as 50 gallons of water each day.  It does this by sucking the water into 

its trunk.  Then the elephant squirts the water into its mouth and down its 

throat. An elephant’s trunk is very useful! 

 

            11..  In paragraph 4, helpless means 

 

A without help. 

B giving help. 

C  trying to help. 

D full of help. 
 

 

22..  Which question is answered in this story? 
 

A  How much does an elephant eat in a day? 
 

B How are lions like elephants? 
 

C Why are tigers afraid of elephants? 
  

D  How does an elephant use his trunk? 
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33..  This story mostly tells the reader that elephants   

 

A   use their short legs to find food. 

B are stronger than most animals  

C do not need to drink water very often 
 

D would be helpless without a trunk. 
 

 
 

44..  Which subtitle would be the best summary? 

 

A How are lions and elephants alike? 

 

B Where do elephants find food and water? 

 

C What do elephants do to protect the herd? 

 

D How do elephants use their trunk? 
 

 

 

 

55..  To find out what pages in your science book talk about elephants, 

you would look in the 

 

A table of contents. 

B glossary. 

C index. 

D title page. 
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     State Obj.:  DOK:  ANSWER: 

1.   2.2    2    A 

2.    4.1.d   2    D 

3.    4.2.a    3    D 

4.   4.3.c    2    D 

5.    6.1.d   2    C 

 

 


